exclude the idea that signs and wonders will precede the coming of the Lord, by which the audience will know that it is near.
The same basic scenario is reflected in 1 Corinthians 15. Steadfast faith in the gospel proclaimed to the audience is necessary to be "saved," presumably at the coming of the Lord (15:1-2). Faith in the good news that God raised Jesus from the dead is an essential element here as well (15:14-18) . Similarly, the resurrection of the dead is "through" Jesus Christ (15:21-22). The believers who have died will rise at the coming of Christ (15:23) . A new element in relation to 1 Thessalonians is that Christ rules (as Messiah) until "the end," when he will hand the kingdom over to . The final state is a time when God will be "all in all" (15:28). This is a pregnant phrase, which Paul does not interpret except to affirm that every thing and every personal being, including Christ, will be subordinate to God at that time (15:25-28). Teaching about a general resurrection is not explicit. It may be implied in the statement that the last enemy to be abolished is death. This hypothesis is supported by the remark that all human beings will be made alive in Christ (15:22) .
Paul pays particular attention to the question what kind of body the dead will have when they rise (15:35-57).1 He emphasizes the discontinuity between the earthly body and the resurrected body (15:36-44). He contrasts the earthly body with the spiritual body, which is apparently a kind of heavenly body (cf. 15:44 with 15:40). He also affirms that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God (15:50) . This whole discussion seems to imply that those who rise in Christ at his coming will be with him in the heavenly world. This conclusion is supported by another new element in 1 Corinthians 15 in comparison with 1 Thessalonians, namely, the idea that those alive at the coming of Christ will be "changed" (15:51-52). The reason seems to be the widespread idea that earthly bodies do not belong in heaven. Thus what is perishable must become imperishable (15:53-54). The change is necessary so that those still alive may ascend with Christ into heaven and be with him forever. Once again, however, this conclusion is not stated explicitly, so Paul's teaching can be interpreted in other ways.
The reading of 1 Corinthians 15 offered here seems also to be implied in Philippians. Paul has not yet received or acquired the resurrection from the dead (3:11-12). He associates this prize with "the upward call of God through Christ Jesus" (3:14). Paul also contrasts the earthly-mindedness of his rivals with the
